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VERSAILLES

calculate upon as regards number and locality, offered a
rich field, even if our troops before Paris and in the west,
north, and east of France remained free from disease.
The question how the standard of health of the German
army would be maintained in the hardships of such an
unusually severe winter was beyond all calculation. Un-
der these circumstances it was no sign of excessive anx-
iety if I was tormented during sleepless nights by the
apprehension that our political interests, after such great
successes, might be severely injured through the hesita-
tion and delay in taking further steps against Paris. A
decision, memorable in the world's history, of the secu-
lar struggle between the two neighbouring peoples was
at stake, and in danger of being ruined, through per-
sonal and predominantly female influences with no histor-
ical justification, influences which owed their efficacy,
not to political considerations but to feelings which the
terms humanity and civilisation, imported to us from
England, still rouse in German natures. Even during
the Crimean war it was preached to us from England, and
not without effect on our mood, that we ought to take up
arms for the Turks * for the saving of civilisation/ The
decisive questions could, if it were considered desirable,
be treated as exclusively military, and that might have
been adopted as a pretext for refusing me the right of
taking part in the decision. They were such, however,
that on their solution depended the possibility of diplom-
acy in the last resort; and if the conclusion of the
French war had been a little less favourable to Germany,
then would this mighty war, with its victories and its en-
thusiasm, have remained without the effect it produced
on our national unification. I never doubted that the
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